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Academy News

We've Rebranded!

The Delaware Academy of Medicine |
Delaware Public Health Association is
now The Delaware Academy of
Medicine and Public Health, or simply
“The Academy.”

With a refreshed look and updated colors,
our commitment remains the same:
advancing health through education,
partnerships, and public engagement
while continuing the programs and
initiatives you know and trust.

Stay tuned and keep an eye out for our
new branding!

 
Visit Our
Website

 
Late Fall
Mini Med
Registration
is Now
Open!

In partnership
with Beebe
Healthcare

The Delaware Mini Medical School
returns this late fall with a new series
hosted by Beebe Healthcare, running
Wednesday evenings from November 5th
to December 17th (6:30–8:00 PM).
This session explores the many facets of
modern healthcare—from nursing
education and advanced practice roles to
physical rehabilitation, healthcare
technology, and community outreach.
Presenters include Beebe Healthcare
professionals and leaders across clinical,
educational, and community settings.

Registration is now open! Don’t miss this
opportunity to learn directly from
healthcare experts and gain a deeper
understanding of the systems, skills, and
people shaping the future of care in
Delaware.

 
Register Here

https://delamed.org/
https://delawareminimed.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/Mini-Medical-School-South-Flyer-Late-Fall-2025.pdf
https://delamed-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5NkL3S4sSr2WotoiFSLtcg#/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1105304717519/71a30ef7-5919-478f-ab53-668a6b305440
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=November+Updates%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1105304717519/71a30ef7-5919-478f-ab53-668a6b305440
mailto:?subject=November Updates&body=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1105304717519/71a30ef7-5919-478f-ab53-668a6b305440
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1105304717519/71a30ef7-5919-478f-ab53-668a6b305440
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=71a30ef7-5919-478f-ab53-668a6b305440


 

Save the Date

The 96th Annual Meeting and Awards Ceremony will
be held on April 29, 2026, at the Hyatt Place
Wilmington Riverfront, celebrating the organization’s
new name and honoring outstanding contributions to
health and medicine.

Save the Date

The 2025 Immunization Summit will be held on
December 18, 2025, at DTCC Terry Campus.
Registration will open soon!

Delaware News

New DHSS Secretary Christen Linke Young

Governor Matt Meyer announced the confirmation of Christen Linke Young as Secretary of
the Delaware Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS). A nationally recognized
health policy leader with over 15 years of experience, Young succeeds Josette Manning
and was formally sworn in at Legislative Hall in Dover. Young previously served as Deputy
Director of the White House Domestic Policy Council and Deputy Assistant to the
President for Health and Veterans, leading national initiatives on prescription drug pricing,
mental health, and maternal health. As DHSS Secretary, she will focus on strengthening
public health, expanding access to care, and supporting Delaware’s healthcare workforce.

New DE Law Removes Medical Debt from Credit Reports

A new Delaware law effective today ensures that medical debt can no longer appear on
consumer credit reports, protecting families from long-term financial harm. Sponsored by
Sen. Spiros Mantzavinos and Rep. Kim Williams, Senate Bill 156 passed unanimously
and was signed by Governor Matt Meyer in July. Governor Meyer also announced a
partnership with the nonprofit Undue Medical Debt, using $500,000 in state funds to
eliminate up to $50 million in medical debt for more than 17,000 Delawareans. Eligible
residents will begin receiving debt relief notifications in the coming weeks. The law and
relief initiative aim to reduce financial burdens, support economic stability, and give
Delawareans a chance to rebuild their credit and financial well-being.

Delaware Declares State of Emergency to Protect Families as Federal
SNAP Funding Halts ​

Governor Matt Meyer has declared a State of Emergency in Delaware as the federal
government shutdown halts funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP), which supports over 120,000 residents monthly. The declaration authorizes the
state to redirect emergency funds to the Department of Health and Social Services
(DHSS) to continue SNAP payments on a week-by-week basis through November. It also
expands support to the Food Bank of Delaware to meet rising food insecurity. “Promises

https://news.delaware.gov/2025/10/15/christen-linke-young-confirmed-and-sworn-in-as-secretary-of-the-delaware-department-of-health-and-social-services/
https://news.delaware.gov/2025/10/27/new-law-excluding-medical-debt-from-credit-reporting-takes-effect/
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail/142351
https://news.delaware.gov/2025/10/29/governor-matt-meyer-declares-state-of-emergency-due-to-interruption-of-federal-snap-benefits/


will not keep our families fed,” Meyer said, criticizing federal inaction. “We’re making sure
every Delaware family can eat, and no child goes to bed hungry.” The order will remain in
effect for 10 days unless renewed. Residents are encouraged to monitor DHSS updates
and assist local food pantries and community organizations helping families during the
funding lapse.

What else we are reading:
Gov Meyer Joins Governors Public Health Alliance
DE Kicks Off Mispillion Station II Affordable Housing Project in Milford
DOL Relaunches Delaware Career Resource Network to Guide Students
Paid Leave to Waive Penalties for Late Submissions During First Year
Delaware Caregiving Leaders Harness Smart Technology to Support Aging in Place
DE Libraries to Offer Free Mental Health Services 
DCF Awards $13M to UD for Alzheimer’s Research Expansion
City Council Advances Bonds for Wilmington PFAS Water Treatment System
Bayhealth Named Among America’s Best-In-State Employers by Forbes for 2025
DE Becomes Second State to Launch Statewide Rent Reporting Pilot Program

National News

U.S. Risks Loss of Measles-Free Status Amid Falling Vaccination Rates

The U.S. and Canada are at risk of losing their measles-free status due to declining
vaccination rates and lapses in government vaccine commitments. Canada has reported
over 5,000 measles cases this year, prompting the Pan American Health Organization to
likely revoke its measles-free designation in November. The U.S. may soon face the same
label. In Florida, public health experts and pediatricians have been restricted from
speaking about changes to childhood vaccination requirements, limiting public
awareness. Epidemiologists stress the importance of community vaccine champions to
prevent further outbreaks, while officials like Florida Surgeon General Joseph Ladapo
have dismissed modeling potential outbreak impacts, prioritizing parental choice over
scientific guidance.

VA Cites Trump’s “Biological Truth” Order to Restrict Coverage for
Male Breast Cancer in Veterans

A new Department of Veterans Affairs policy, citing President Trump’s executive order on
“restoring biological truth,” has ended automatic coverage for male veterans diagnosed
with breast cancer. The change, revealed in a memo obtained by ProPublica, reverses
Biden-era PACT Act provisions that made such cancers presumptively service-connected.
Now, affected veterans must individually prove their illness was caused by military service,
a difficult standard that could delay or deny care. Critics, including VA oncologists and
veterans’ advocates, say the rollback ignores science, stigmatizes men with the disease,
and places politics above veterans’ health.

RFK Jr. Walks Back Claim Linking Tylenol to Autism, Urges “Caution”
Instead

U.S. Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. softened his earlier stance on Tylenol’s
alleged link to autism, saying Wednesday that current evidence is “not sufficient to say it
definitely causes autism,” though it remains “very suggestive.” The statement marks a shift
from Kennedy’s earlier implication that the common pain reliever could cause autism when
taken during pregnancy.

(Please note: there is no evidence that Tylenol or acetaminophen causes autism. In 2024,
a major study in Sweden compared siblings: one exposed to acetaminophen during
pregnancy, and the other who had not been exposed. Any association disappeared when

https://news.delaware.gov/2025/10/15/governor-matt-meyer-joins-governors-public-health-alliance-to-safeguard-communities/
https://news.delaware.gov/2025/10/17/governor-matt-meyer-dsha-celebrate-lihtc-program-start-of-new-and-preserved-affordable-housing-in-milford/
https://labor.delaware.gov/dcrn/
https://news.delaware.gov/2025/10/23/delaware-paid-leave-program-to-waive-penalties-and-interest-for-employers-during-first-year/
https://delawarelive.com/smart-tech-for-caregivers-delaware/
https://delawarelive.com/delaware-libraries-become-gateways-to-free-mental-health-care-under-new-statewide-initiative/
https://delawarelive.com/dcf-awards-13m-to-university-of-delaware-alzheimers-research-center/
https://www.wilmingtoncitycouncil.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/0094-Ordinance-Authorizing-Issuance-of-2025-GO-Bond-for-Phase-III-of-PFAS-Removal-AATF-W0129750x920B6.pdf
https://deha.org/bayhealth-included-in-forbes-best-in-state-employers-2025-list/
https://news.delaware.gov/2025/10/28/delaware-conducts-second-reporting-pilot-program-in-the-nation/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/measles-free-status-jeopardy-americas-outbreaks-continue-2025-10-06/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/florida-vaccine-mandates-ladapo-pediatricians-flu-measles-disease/
https://www.propublica.org/article/veterans-affairs-male-breast-cancer-coverage-trump-executive-order
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/us-health-chief-says-not-enough-data-show-tylenol-causes-autism-still-advises-2025-10-29/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=Health-Rounds&utm_term=103025&lctg=678033bfe61771b5f10bfa11
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2817406


comparing siblings. Pregnant people should discuss pain or fever relief with their
physicians.)

What else we are reading:
Texas Sues Tylenol Over Autism Claims
Marketplace Open Enrollment Starts November 1
RFK Jr. Orders CDC Probe into Offshore Wind as Trump Targets Renewables
2024–25 COVID Vaccines Halved Severe Illness Risk, Though Protection Faded
Man Lives 9 Months With Genetically Modified Pig Kidney in U.S. Medical First
UCLA Discovery Reveals How Bacteria Build Antibiotic-Resistant Biofilms
Severe Colon Disorder Rising Among Americans Under 50
Flu and COVID-19 Infections Greatly Increase Short-Term Risk of Heart Attack

Global News

Brazil Achieves Major Drop in Teen Pregnancy Through Expanded
Access and Education

Over the past 25 years, Brazil has reduced teenage births by 44%, from roughly 750,000
in 2000 to an estimated 281,000 in 2025. The decline is largely attributed to expanded
access to contraception through the national health system, including free birth control,
condoms, and IUDs. Community outreach programs like Saude da Familia have also
played a key role by educating families about family planning. Broader social
improvements, poverty reduction, better education, and expanded internet access, have
further empowered young women and contributed to this public health success.

Diphtheria Resurges in Conflict Zones, Threatening Children
Worldwide

Diphtheria, once largely controlled by vaccines, is making a dangerous comeback in
regions affected by conflict and climate-driven displacement, including Chad, Nigeria,
Somalia, Sudan, and Yemen. Contributing factors include mass displacement, COVID-19
disruptions, vaccine hesitancy, global aid cuts, and weakened health systems, leaving
millions of children vulnerable. While cases in the U.S. remain rare, vaccination coverage
has slipped from 95% in 2020 to 92% in 2024–25. In low-resource settings, diphtheria
can kill up to 25% of infected children, prompting Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, to launch
emergency funding for booster campaigns and support countries in responding to
outbreaks.

Global Progress Against Neglected Tropical Diseases Persists Despite
Funding Gaps, WHO Reports

A new World Health Organization (WHO) report finds that global efforts to combat
neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) continue to yield progress toward 2030 targets, even
amid financial and operational challenges. The Global Report on Neglected Tropical
Diseases 2025 highlights major gains, including a 32% drop in people requiring NTD
interventions since 2010, treatment of 867 million people in 2023, and the elimination of at
least one NTD in seven countries last year. However, the report warns that funding
shortfalls, data gaps, and persistent challenges in water, sanitation, and vector control
threaten continued success. Development assistance for NTDs has fallen 41% since
2018, emphasizing the need for renewed investment and stronger cross-sector
collaboration to sustain momentum against these preventable diseases.

What else we are reading:
Yale Researchers Warn of “Rwanda-Style” Genocide Unfolding in Sudan
Indigenous Voices Warn of Escalating Threats Ahead of Cop30

https://www.texastribune.org/2025/10/28/texas-tylenol-johnson-lawsuit-rfk-ken-paxton-autism/
https://www.healthcare.gov/apply-and-enroll/get-ready-to-apply/
https://marketing.statnews.com/e3t/Ctc/LV+113/cp47z04/MX0pPVLCJchVFXCD42wn2hKW4-ljtc5FcVqGN1f4_X45nR3bW5BWr2F6lZ3mJN3k0SKqKPPYgW4XhWQy3G8_NVW9bZ2qg657b_gW956JGb3j6R7dW8Y-3gk6fb49hW6zk3zZ90b1jpW6svhTP890vVCW2BZKsJ3wTcc0W4t1_dx6vjSM_W5wGRVm3dSrVpN8192p25Wh26N2013q68PCx5VdMHsQ2-mPMbW6mcb398x1DjvW2Hj27R3zsrWmW5XmCqW3d4_hlW7_lnhQ77g6y9W6v8Zph2ZtZnCW8CL4ZL5fn7FDW33tGm992NgSDW3LyGFY5589CdW6DXlk75cLMxbN4MBbFwxSXhWW3vF87l21cPy0W6TJsQ-5HtL5VW4KNNzb3YfRvbW3hqBQF4ltQ0-W3V40BQ7MRHZCW7QS4mX74lrqNW5X965B6-j9mFW1BVVGC1kb2BXVYVwPz3Zyd93W4r7X1N249RQNW122pmm7l031Wf50myrP04
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/analysis-last-years-covid-vaccines-protected-well-against-severe-illness
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/27/health/pig-kidney-tim-andrews.html
https://newslink.reuters.com/click/42268398.52587/aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmF0dXJlLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlcy9zNDE1NjQtMDI1LTAyMDg3LTQ_dXRtX3NvdXJjZT1TYWlsdGhydSZ1dG1fbWVkaXVtPU5ld3NsZXR0ZXImdXRtX2NhbXBhaWduPUhlYWx0aC1Sb3VuZHMmdXRtX3Rlcm09MTAzMDI1JmxjdGc9Njc4MDMzYmZlNjE3NzFiNWYxMGJmYTEx/678033bfe61771b5f10bfa11B2952944e
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/health-rounds-severe-colon-disorder-rise-younger-patients-2025-10-29/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=Newsletter&utm_campaign=Health-Rounds&utm_term=103025&lctg=678033bfe61771b5f10bfa11
https://www.ahajournals.org/doi/10.1161/JAHA.125.042670
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/women-and-girls/how-brazil-reversed-its-teenage-pregnancy-epidemic/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/10/27/health/diptheria-somalia-vaccines.html?unlocked_article_code=1.wk8.fdKp.RHbNdt3LKGO0&smid=url-share
https://www.cdc.gov/schoolvaxview/data/index.html
https://www.who.int/news/item/22-10-2025-global-progress-against-neglected-tropical-diseases-continues-despite-challenges--new-who-report-finds
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240114043
https://www.devex.com/news/sudan-s-real-time-genocide-draws-comparison-to-bosnia-and-rwanda-111217
https://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/stories/2025-10-28/our-situation-is-getting-worse-100-indigenous-people-tell-tbij


As Greece’s Birth Rate Plummets, Island Schools Empty and Villages Face Extinction
WHO Urges Global Action to Make Cities Healthier, Fairer, and More Sustainable
IARC and ESMO Launch New Online Course on Breast Cancer Early Detection
Bangladesh Achieves 100% Cholera Vaccination Coverage in Rohingya Camps
​WHO Adds MERS-CoV Isolate to BioHub to Boost Global Pandemic Preparedness

Additional Resources
Delaware Division of Public Health - The DPH Bulletin
Trust for America's Health: Wellness and Prevention Digest - Subscribe

Academy of Medicine
2025 - 2027 Board of Directors

President: Stephen C. Eppes, MD
President Elect: Jeffrey M. Cole, DDS, MBA
Treasurer: Ann Painter, MSN, RN
Secretary: Megan L. Werner, MD, MPH
Immediate Past President: Lynn C. Jones, FACHE
Executive Director:  Kate Smith, MD, MPH

Directors
David Bercaw, MD
Peggy M. Geisler, MA
Jennifer Horney, PhD
Eric T. Johnson, MD
Erin M. Kavanaugh, MD
Joseph Kelly, DDS
Omar A. Khan, MD, MHS
Daniel J. Meara, MD, DMD
Jonathan Miller, MD
John P. Piper, MD
S. John Swanson, MD
Charmaine Wright, MD, MSHP

Emeritus
Barry S. Kayne, DDS
​Joseph F. Kestner, Jr, MD
Brian W. Little, MD, PhD

DPHA
Advisory Council

Co-Chair: Omar Khan, MD, MHS
Co-Chair: Peggy M. Geisler, MA
Executive Director: Kate Smith, MD, MPH

Members
Alfred Bacon,III, MD
Gerard Gallucci, MD, MSH
Allison Karpyn, PhD
Erin K. Knight, PhD, MPH
Laura Lessard, PhD, MPH
Melissa K. Melby, PhD
Mia A. Papas, PhD
Joyce Robert, MD
William Swiatek, MA, AICP
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https://www.npr.org/2025/10/29/nx-s1-5536843/greece-low-birth-rate-islands-school-closures
https://www.who.int/news/item/31-10-2025-who-calls-for-a-new-era-of-strategic-urban-health-action-with-global-guide-to-unlock-healthy-prosperous-and-resilient-societies
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-10-2025-launch-of-online-learning-course-on-using-the-iarc-atlas-of-breast-cancer-early-detection
https://www.who.int/news/item/30-10-2025-bangladesh-from-outbreak-to-preparedness-protecting-rohingya-communities-against-cholera
https://www.who.int/news/item/23-10-2025-mers-cov-virus-isolate-added-to-the-who-biohub-system-enabling-further-research-and-pandemic-preparedness
https://www.dhss.delaware.gov/dhss/dph/dphbulletins.html
https://tfah.wufoo.com/forms/register-for-the-digest/
https://www.delamed.org/
https://dehealthforce.org/
https://www.facebook.com/delamed1
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